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mission drawn from each General Council, to supervise the
carrying out of the Council's decisions by the prefect. The
General Council consisted of one delegate from each canton—
an artificial unit of purely administrative convenience between
the Commune and the arrondissement—and men of local prestige
and importance were normally returned. Its functions were—-
and substantially remained—advisory. The scheme of 1871
would have erected the small inner body, of four to six men, as
a standing executive arm of the General Council, forcing the
prefect to observe local wishes. But here the discipline and
central loyalties of the prefect proved too strong to allow effec-
tive decentralization of authority: and in the departements there
remained much more local administration than local self-
government. The Loi Treveneuc of February 1872 conferred
great executive authority on the General Councils in an emer-
gency: but the law was not evoked until General Giraud's
memorandum of April 1943, and was later dropped by the
French Committee of National Liberation in Algiers, and the
Provisional Government of General de Gaulle in Paris. It thus
remained also a dead letter. Although the office of sous-prefet at
the head of each arrondissement became often superfluous, and
M. Poincaire in 1926 eliminated 106 such offices, the unit re-
mained important for administrative, judicial and electoral
purposes. Its Council played little active part in local govern-
ment. The key offices in local government and administration
remained the prefect and the mayor, the one representing the
centripetal, integrating forces of French democracy, the other
the centrifugal, local forces. In this working balance and corn-
promise, the conflicts of principle of the eighteen-seventies
found remarkably permanent solution1
The judicial system was taken over even more intact and un-
1 On the drive for decentralization in 1871, see Brabant: op. cit.,
pp. 463-4 and Appendix, p. 515 ff. where the statements of Thiers
before the Committee of Decentralization are reported; and D.
Halevy: La Fin des Notables, p. 49 ff. For the Loi TreVeneuc see
Duguit, Monnier and Bonnard: op. cit.5 p. 316.
On the units of local administration, see J. Barthelemy: op. cit.,
Chapter IX; W. Anderson (ed.): Local Government in Europe (1939).

